MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 26, 2022
Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in
regular session Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at 8:00 p.m.
Mayor Brindle made the following announcements:
“The adequate notice of this meeting, as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was
provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings
of the Town Council on December 8, 2021. The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin
board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, and THE STAR
LEDGER, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”
Acting Mayor Parmelee thanked all who joined the meeting both in Council Chambers and online.

Explained that he is filling in for Mayor Brindle this evening in his role as Acting Mayor, as she
was unfortunately quarantined at home with a case of COVID
PRESENT: Acting Mayor Parmelee, Council Members, Habgood*, LoGrippo, Katz, Mackey,
Contract, and Dardia
Councilwoman Habgood arrived to the meeting at 8:02
ABSENT:

Mayor Brindle

Invocation was given by Councilman Dardia
Salute to the flag.
APPOINTMENTS
SWEARING IN OF NEW FIRE CHIEF
Acting Mayor Parmelee made the following statement:
Tonight, we begin the meeting with the privilege of swearing in Michael Duelks as the twelfth
Fire Chief of the Town of Westfield, following the retirement of Chief Tiller last Friday. Michael
was born and raised in Westfield and is a graduate of Westfield High School. He joined the
Westfield Fire Department as a volunteer in 2002 and was appointed to career status in 2004. In
2016, Michael was appointed to the rank of Lieutenant and then later that same year to Battalion
Chief, and he also served the department as the Fire Inspector. In 2020, Michael was
recommended for promotion by Chief Tiller to the rank of Deputy Fire Chief and has served in
that role since, where he has been a part of the leadership of the department and has proven to be
a person of exceptional character who is deeply committed to the success of Westfield Fire
Department. I, along with the Mayor and rest of the Council, am confident that the Town and the
dedicated members of the Westfield Fire Department will benefit from his leadership for years to
come.
I will begin by reading the resolution for the Council’s approval and will then have Michael join
us to take the official oath of office.
Acting Mayor Parmelee proposed the following employee appointment. Motion made by
Councilwoman Mackey and seconded by Councilman Dardia, said employee appointment was
carried.
Resolution No. 109
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Town Charter, the Town Administrator has
proposed the appointment of Michael Duelks as Fire Chief, subject to the approval of Mayor and
Council, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Town Council hereby approve the
appointment of Michael Duelks to the position of Chief of the Westfield Fire Department,
effective April 26, 2022, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Michael Duelks shall be paid a salary rate of $159,500 for

2022 commencing April 26, 2022.
Oath of Office administered by Acting Mayor Parmelee
Fire Chief Duelks Remarks
Good evening! I first would like to thank Mayor Brindle, Administrator Jim Gildea and the entire
Council for all of your support and confidence in me as your next Fire Chief. I look forward to
working with each of you over the years to come and continuing to keep Westfield moving in the
right direction. Thank you.
To Police Chief Battiloro, Public Works Director O’Neil and all of the department heads, I
consider this an honor to join such an elite group of individuals. All having one goal in mind,
working together as a team, and providing the very best for Westfield.
To the members of the Fire department, it’s with great pride to stand before you as your new fire
chief and continue to lead the way towards are ultimate mission of protecting life, property and
promoting public safety. I thank you all for the tremendous outreach I have received from many
of you over the last few days. It has been greatly appreciated.
Citizens of Westfield, it has been an absolute privilege for me to serve this town since 2004 and
now as your Fire Chief. I was born and raised here, and I am truly blessed to be able to give back
to the community that help raise me. Your current Department consists of 36 highly trained
professional firefighters, that takes pride in putting on the uniform every day and providing the
safest environment for the people we serve.
TO MY FAMILY
My wife Lexie and my daughter Jordan..
Lex, tomorrow we will celebrate our 14th wedding anniversary, and a total of 17 years together,
which pretty much makes up my entire career with the department. You have been by my side
through the highest of highs and the lowest of lows. As we start this next chapter in my career, I
thank you for being so supportive and understanding, for the passion and love that I have for the
fire service.
Jordan, my pride and joy. You are by far my greatest accomplishment in life. Just seeing your
smile everyday keeps me going and makes me want to work harder and harder. I love you,
sweetheart.
To my brothers, even though we might not all be in the same room right now, I know we are in
heart. Being the youngest of 4, each of you have taught me so many life lessons, which in return
has helped me grow into the man I am today. Thank you for always being in my corner and only
a phone call away.
My Parents,
Mom, the foundation of the family, I appreciate all you have done for me through the years more
than you will ever know. The unconditional love, support and encouragement help set the path
for me to follow my dreams. I know at times it was not easy raising the 4 of us but all you had to
do was say those magic words “ I’m calling your father at the firehouse”. But in all seriousness
thank you.
To my father, Dad, this promotion is for you Chief. I have followed your footsteps since I have
been a child, which in return lead me to where I am today. I thank you for being my hero and
believing in me.
And lastly, I would like to thank the rest of my family, friends, firefighters and chiefs for being
here and celebrating this special evening. Thank you and God bless.
PRESENTATIONS
PROCLAMATION TO HONOR FORMER COUNCILMAN BOYES
Acting Mayor Parmelee provided the following remarks:

Tonight, we are also pleased to recognize former Councilman Jim Boyes for his years of service
and many contributions to this Council. As you know, Councilman Boyes recently resigned from
his position as he believed he needed to recuse himself from any discussion or votes related to
two development projects that are in close proximity to his home. He further believed that Ward
1 residents needed to have two council representatives who could fully engage in the discussion
on these proposed projects, and we respect his principles in that regard. We are grateful to Jim
for his service and glad he could join us tonight to be formally recognized.
COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE

Town of Westfield
Westfield , New Jersey
~RESOLUTION~
Councilman James Boyes
WHEREAS, Jim Boyes has faithfully served the Town of Westfield representing Ward 1
from January 7, 2020 to April 12, 2022; and
WHEREAS, Councilman Boyes has sacrificed his time and talent to attend to the needs
of the residents of the 1st Ward and the community at large; and
WHEREAS, Councilman Boyes has served in numerous capacities as a member of the
Public Works Committee (2020), the Finance Committee (2021), the Code Review and Town
Property Committee (2022), and the Public Safety, Transportation, and Parking Committee
(2020-2022) where he served as Vice Chair from 2020-2021 and as Chair in 2022; and
WHEREAS, Councilman Boyes has also served as Council Liaison to the Westfield
Memorial Library Board of Trustees (2021-2022), the Tree Preservation Commission (20202022), the Mental Health Council (2021), and the Municipal Alliance (2020); and
WHEREAS, during his term on the Town Council, Councilman Boyes earned the
respect of his fellow civic leaders and the gratitude of his constituents; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Town Council, on
behalf of the citizens of the Town of Westfield, hereby express appreciation to Jim Boyes for his
service and wish him every success and happiness in all his future endeavors; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be permanently memorialized by
incorporating it within the minutes of the Westfield Town Council meeting of April 26, 2022.
WHS GIRLS SWIM TEAM
Acting Mayor Parmelee mentioned that earlier, at the 7:00PM Conference Session, the Town
Council honored another Westfield High School state championship team, stating that the Girls
Swim Team was here for some well-deserved public recognition of their amazing achievements
this season.
OPENING REMARKS (provided by Acting Mayor Parmelee)
I’ll now deliver some opening remarks for tonight’s meeting. As a reminder, public comment
will be accepted in person only, and we are live streaming for viewing only via Facebook. As
always, the replay will also be available afterwards on Facebook, YouTube, and TV 36.
We have a very busy meeting tonight covering a broad range of issues, and I’d like to briefly
provide an overview of the items we’ll be addressing.
PUBLIC HEARINGS/ORDINANCES ON SECOND READING
2022 Municipal Budget and SID Budget
Tonight we will hold our public hearings on the 2022 Special Improvement District (DWC)
budget and the 2022 municipal budget. As the Vice Chair of the Finance Policy Committee, I

echo the sentiments previously stated by the Mayor and Councilwoman Habgood, who serves as
Chair of the Committee. We are very proud of the budget we’ve proposed – one that reflects the
Town’s sound financial health and priorities, as we continue to put your tax dollars to work
through responsible fiscal management, investment spending, and strategically utilizing our
regenerating surplus.
Public Safety Ordinance
We’ll also hold a public hearing on the ordinance out of the Public Safety, Transportation, and
Parking Committee to make traffic improvements to the lower part of Prospect Street. As you’ll
recall, we heard from John Federico of WSP – our redevelopment circulation and traffic
consulting firm – at our last meeting who shared these changes intended to address areas that
have been problematic for quite some time, and are unrelated to the proposed redevelopment at
Ferris and Prospect.
You’ll be hearing more from John later tonight about these specific Prospect Street changes
when he shares the outcome of the Traffic Impact Study that is related to the development, which
I’ll address shortly.
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS
Regulation & Licensing for Vehicle Towing and Storage Services
Also from the Public Safety Committee, tonight we’ll hear an ordinance on first reading
amending the fees for various towing services, which had not been updated in over 20 years,
enabling the town to offer more competitive rates so that we can have more towing companies at
our disposal.
Authorization to Submit a Historic Site Management Grant Application
We have a resolution from the Code Review & Town Property Committee authorizing approval
to submit a historic site management grant application by the Historic Preservation Commission.
The grant is in the amount of $60,000, $15,000 of which the Town would be responsible for, to
update the Historic Preservation Master Plan Element, conduct an architectural survey of the
downtown historic district, and nominate the downtown historic district for the national register.
Many thanks to the members of the HPC for their ongoing dedication to ensuring that our
Town’s history continues to be both preserved and recognized.
Amendment to the Downtown Westfield Scattered Site Redevelopment Plan
Also from the Code Review & Town Property Committee, we’ll hear an ordinance on first
reading to amend the existing Downtown Westfield Scattered Site Redevelopment Plan to allow
for the property at 76 Elm Street, the former Chico’s space, to be utilized as a preview center for
Streetworks Development. The preview center will be open to the public and serve as a
centralized location where their proposed redevelopment project can be shared and discussed
with the community, providing visuals and details, and enabling robust public participation and
engagement by inviting the public to preview their proposal, ask questions, and provide input.
The center is scheduled to open in July and will be staffed by Streetworks professionals and local
ambassadors, and anticipated to drive significant interest and foot traffic, filling up another
prominent vacant storefront on Elm Street. The amendment we’re introducing tonight simply
allows this use in this specific location for this express purpose.
Resolution to Award Contract for Independent Assessment of Edison Fields Project
Tonight we'll also be voting on a resolution to authorize an award of contract to CME
Associates, an engineering firm with extensive experience in designing and constructing natural
grass and turf fields, to perform an independent assessment of the existing Edison Fields plan to
date. This is the next phase of the Town's due diligence process of evaluating the best path
forward by engaging an experienced third party to review the current proposal and address
outstanding questions by residents. The assessment will include a review of the cost analysis to
date, capacity and use assumptions for both natural grass and turf with and without lights, and an
analysis of incremental benefits of each solution relative to expense and capacity, such as
reliability and expected maintenance downtime. We expect to have a final product for review in
June, which will be shared with the public.
We have been discussing the Edison Fields project for nearly a year, and have heard from
residents who have reached out with questions and concerns. We have also heard from
supporters who have implored this Council to finally act on delivering a long overdue field
solution so that their kids can safely play sports and no longer have to travel out of town to play
their home games. As we've said throughout this process, it’s critical that we arrive at such an

important decision transparently and thoughtfully to best serve the community at large. This
Council and the Recreation Commission remain fully committed to delivering a responsible
fields solution and we look forward to your continued engagement.
Resolution to Appoint a New Ward 1 Councilperson
We’re pleased to be able to move ahead tonight with filling Jim Boyes’ previous seat in order to
maintain a continuity of representation for Ward 1. As part of the statutory process, the Town has
received a letter from the Westfield Democratic Committee with their proposed replacements for
this vacancy, which will be read by the Town Clerk during the Petitions & Communications
portion of the meeting. Based on these submissions, I’m pleased to announce I’ll be nominating
Emily Root to fill this vacancy, which will then go before the full Council for a vote by
resolution to finalize her appointment. Upon passage of that resolution, Emily will be sworn in
immediately to begin serving Ward 1 tonight. This is a temporary seat on the Council, meaning
that Emily must run for re-election in November.
FERRIS/PROSPECT TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY
Now let’s move onto the reason many of you are here tonight. On behalf of the Mayor and entire
Council, I want to thank the residents for their questions regarding the proposed project at
Prospect/Ferris Street. As previously discussed, a Traffic Impact Study was conducted by the
redeveloper’s retained firm, Stonefield, which we required as a condition of any final
Redevelopment Agreement, part of a redevelopment process that allows the Town to exert more
control over a project before it receives final approval. Tonight, this presentation will be given
by both Stonefield and John Federico of WSP, who verified and reviewed the study’s findings on
the Town’s behalf to provide an additional measure of analysis. This is the first time the Council
is seeing the presentation, and the objective is to provide us with additional information to guide
our decision-making prior to any vote on the final Redevelopment Agreement. It’s worth noting
that this traffic study is a highly unusual requirement imposed by this governing body at this
stage in the process, which is something typically done at the Planning Board level. We are
doing this to get the assurance, and to give the public the assurance, that this project will not
unduly exacerbate traffic conditions before any final approvals are given. The public will be able
to ask questions during the Public Comment portion of tonight’s meeting, and the presentation
and final studies will be posted on the Town website (westfieldnj.gov/redevelopment) after the
meeting.
With that, let’s get started by having Stonefield and WSP begin their presentation.
Thank you.
TRAFFIC STUDY
John Federico of WSP USA and Matthew Seckler of Stonefield Engineering, presented findings
oft the traffic impact study conducted in connection with the proposed redevelopment project at
Prospect Street/Ferric Place.
Councilwoman Mackey recused herself from the presentation and comments.

WSP Review of Traffic Study

Overall Findings
WSP found the traffic study methodology follows
standard practice per NJDOT, Union County, and
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE):
· Traffic Data Collection
· Proposed Trip Generation
· Trip Assignment/Distribution
· SYNCHRO Analysis Results
· Site Circulation/Parking Supply

Traffic Study Q&A
Councilman LoGrippo requested clarification as to the average cost and the responsible party for
the cost if a traffic signal becomes necessary.
Mr. Federico explained that there are different costs when it comes to traffic signals, including
installation and maintenance costs. Since a county road is involved, there would need to be a
coordination process as to how it would be studied, implementation and cost.
Councilman LoGrippo discussed the construction of 333 Central and stated that he believed the developer
paid for the upgrades to the intersection, which at the time was close to a million dollars. Suggested that
prior to moving forward, it should be decided who would incur the cost of a traffic light.

Mr. Federico explained that, during the review of the Prospect Street/Ferris Place development,
the number of trips generated are not at the level that would typically justify that type of
improvement. Stated that that would normally happen with a bigger development, but is
something that is still under discussion.
Councilman LoGrippo asked how many trips would need to be generated in order for an
intersection improvement to be required.

Mr. Seckler explained that the 333 Central Avenue project involved the widening of the
intersection associated with right turn lanes. As far as a general traffic signals are concerned, the
cost would typically range from $300,000-$350,000.00. In addition, he believes the Town would
be responsible for maintenance costs even though the signal would be installed on a county road.
Councilman Contract thanked Mr. Seckler and Mr. Federico for the presentation. Requested
clarification as to how the times and days were determined for the study and whether they were
conducted during times when the YMCA had events occurring, such as swim meets and swim
practice. Also discussed the likely development of the Lord & Taylor property and the fact that
there are currently parking lots located at the end of Ferris Place as well as a church and asked
how this was considered in the traffic study.
Mr. Seckler discussed the factors considered when conducting a traffic study and explained that
data is collected on typical days, not necessarily the worst-case scenario. This typically involves
studying traffic patterns on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and Saturdays and Sundays.
Explained that COVID made the study “hit or miss” but feels the patterns studied in October and
December allowed for fairly stable counts. Additional counts were then conducted in April,
which resulted in a higher morning peak. Feels this difference can be attributed to COVID.
Overall, the counts in April were approximately 17% higher than the counts during the previous
fall and winter and feels the April counts represent a typical day. Explained that school traffic is
a very concentrated peak and is not necessarily the busiest hour, but a busy 10 or 15 minutes.
Mr. Federico addressed Councilman Contract’s question as to whether the Streetworks project
was considered in the study and discussed the factors when considering overall traffic with a
proposed development. Explained that more definitiveness as to the number and mix of units is
needed and while the Streetworks project is not at that point yet, traffic impact studies would be
necessary for that project, especially because it would impact county roads. Noted that the
unified land use and circulation element provided an opportunity to look comprehensively at
how development affects circulation and that is something that was done as part of that plan.
Developments such as the Sophia and Streetworks were included in a model to see how they
affect the different intersections throughout the downtown and the results of that study are
available on the Town’s website.
Councilman Contract feels the potential Streetworks project needs to be factored into the traffic
study, even if it is only estimates.
Councilman LoGrippo also feels the Streetworks project needs to be included in the traffic study,
even if the plans are not final at this point, because the project is going to move forward at some
point.
The Town Planner explained that when the unified land use and circulation plan were prepared, a
very aggressive estimation of what could happen at a full build-out was considered. Explained
that three components were considered, one being existing conditions, one being regional growth
and the third being a maximum build-out. It was found that the majority of intersections could
accommodate that growth. There would be impact, but it would not be unmanageable. Believes
the results of this traffic study indicate that the Prospect Street/Ferris Place project in and of
itself, would not cause any substantial negative impact on the intersections within the study area,
and do not rise to the level of warranting any traffic signal improvements at this time. The buildout analysis in the Master Plan took into consideration that additional development would likely
impact North Avenue and East Broad Street, as well as South Avenue at the traffic circle, and is
something that was accommodated in the overall long-range planning for the community.
Councilwoman Habgood referred to the Town Planner’s comments and requested clarification as
to whether her understanding is correct, which is that all aspects were taken into account when
development was reviewed as part of the Master Plan, but the traffic study presented this evening
specifically pertains to the Sophia project at Prospect Street/Ferris Place.
The Town Planner stated that Councilwoman Habgood’s understanding is correct, based upon
the presentation given by Mr. Seckler and Mr. Federico.
Mr. Federico explained that the trip generation for the Sophia redevelopment project would
never take into account the trips from another development and discussed the reasons why this
would not be done.

Councilman LoGrippo requested clarification as to how traffic counts would be estimated if the
project at the Lord & Taylor site is unknown at this point.
Mr. Federico feels Councilman LoGrippo’s comment goes back to the original point, which is
that it is difficult to determine estimates and put that level of detail into a traffic study when the
project is unknown at this point. The Town would need to feel comfortable with a preliminary
development scheme and then it might be possible to estimate the impact.
Councilman Contract feels it is a “miss” that the Streetworks project was not included in the
traffic study. Also discussed how the estimated number of cars per hour were determined and
although the results of the traffic study seem to indicate that it would be a minimal number of
incremental cars per hour, feels any increase in traffic is bad because the area is already
congested.
Mr. Seckler explained that he shared trip generation numbers and percentage increases.
Explained that Ferris Place has 112 cars during a morning rush hour, 76 in the evening, and 56
on a Saturday. This equates to approximately two cars per minute at the worst hour of the
morning and a little bit less in the evening and on Saturday. In addition to the the trip generation
analysis, a level of service and delay analysis was conducted and that involves how long
someone would wait on average at various movement of the intersection. For example, explained
that someone making a left-hand turn from a stop sign waits longer than someone making a
right-hand turn from a stop sign. That delay is measured because it determines how much more
someone would be waiting to make that turn on average.
Councilman Contract thanked Mr. Seckler for that explanation and mentioned that he is
supportive of the changes that have been proposed for the Trader Joe’s parking lot.
The Town Administrator commented on the proposed changes to the Trader Joe's parking lot and
explained that while the Town is in discussions with Trader Joe's, the photos shown in the
presentation are on Trader Joe’s property and Trader Joe’s has not yet agreed to those changes.
Discussed regulatory powers that the Town has to make improvements to the intersection if
Trader Joe’s does not agree to the changes.
Mr. Seckler explained that one of the benefits of doing studies is that it almost “opens the door”
to other potential solutions. Explained that the pure volume that is on Prospect Street and on
Ferris Place are not typically an issue. it is the recirculation of cars that is an issue.
Councilman Dardia discussed the intersection of Clark Street and Ferris Place as it relates to the
estimated increase in traffic that could result from the Sophia project. Also discussed the fact that
Roosevelt School and the YMCA are in the area, and that there are children walking and biking
to school in the morning. Stated that he found it surprising that there were no recommendations
to make the Clark Street/Ferris Place intersection safer.
Mr. Federico explained that the intersection has crosswalks and was striped with bump outs, so
there was no recommendation to change the intersection, but he would review any concepts or
ideas provided to him.
Mr. Seckler explained that that intersection was more greatly affected when there used to be
public parking in the Trader Joe’s lot because it generated a lot more traffic in both the morning
and evening peak hours. Believes that intersection likely experienced worse traffic conditions in
years past than what is expected in the future.
Mr. Federico discussed the bike walk plan and a recommendation to reduce the block length at
the North Avenue and Clark Street intersection because it is a very long crosswalk and
reconfiguring that intersection in some way would need to be studied.
Councilman Dardia asked if any consideration was given to making Prospect Street a one-way
street.
Mr. Federico stated that there were some initial discussions but explained that it was not studied in any
detail because a change like that would have dramatic impacts on overall circulation in the area.

Councilwoman Habgood discussed the estimated increase in vehicles and steps already taken to
alleviate traffic in the area. Explained that one concern she consistently hears from residents

pertains to inadequate parking for the Sophia’s residents and/or their guests, which would result
in more people circulating in the neighborhood creating more traffic and congestion. Asked how
visitor parking would be accommodated and how sufficient parking overall would be ensured.
Mr. Seckler discussed the number of parking spaces allocated to the project, which includes 1.5
spaces per unit, as well as EV ready spaces. One parking space is included in rent and the
additional .5 space would be used for visitors or residents with 2 cars. As to the designation of
visitor spaces, that is something that would be discussed through the site plan process.
Councilwoman Habgood also referred to data included in the study from 2019 and asked how
those numbers compared to the counts from October, December and April.
Mr. Seckler explained that the 2019 data was somewhat broad and he cannot make an “apples to
apples” comparison. However, that data helps to understand what type of traffic occurs
throughout the day, not only during peak hours.
Councilwoman Habgood asked if there was anything in the 2019 data that would suggest that
additional counts need to be conducted, especially since there was a significant increase between
the counts from the fall to the spring.
Mr. Seckler feels the numbers applied are conservative because they were rounded up and the
higher counts from the evening peak hours were also used.
Councilman Katz discussed the loading zone proposed and requested clarification as to the
extent Amazon and other types of deliveries were considered in the study.
Mr. Seckler explained that the idea was to prevent Amazon and similar delivery trucks from
stopping on Prospect Street, so a designated location on Ferris Place was provided. Explained
that not all of movements or deliveries occurred during the peak hours and the national numbers
referenced in the presentation involve the counting of any vehicle that is going in and out of
driveways or developments at other locations.
Mr. Federico added that having a loading zone is a benefit because it could prevent those
vehicles from blocking crosswalks or parking illegally.
Councilwoman Habgood discussed the percentages provided in the presentation and asked at
what point would the percentages be considered high enough to warrant intersection
improvements.
Mr. Seckler discussed thresholds that are used and explained that when those thresholds are
reached, a delay analysis is typically conducted. So even though a percentage is high, the
intersection could accommodate the increase. A delay analysis is conducted to see how that
percentage affects the traffic.
Councilwoman Habgood asked Mr. Seckler to discuss the delay analysis further so that everyone
can understand.
Mr. Seckler explained that traffic volumes as well as traffic characteristics are considered, such
as gaps in traffic, how aggressive drivers are when making left turns, and the like. This data is
inputted into software which provides information as to what causes the average delay. Further
discussed values and weighted averages and what causes higher delays. Discussed intersections
that had increases in traffic at different times and days of the week and what caused the traffic
increase, such as left and right-hand turns, and turning from a minor street to a major street. Also
discussed the days and hours of the day when drivers are most likely to be affected by traffic
changes and those times when there is no affect.
Councilman Contract stated that the study is based on data that excludes a major development
which would ultimately move forward and feels this is a big concern.
Councilwoman Habgood suggested that the traffic engineers provide an explanation as to how
much more traffic volume would have to go up, based on other factors, for it to reach something
that raises red flags.

Mr. Seckler explained that that is something called a sensitivity analysis and believes this
information might have been included in the circulation component of the Master Plan.
Mr. Federico referred to the circulation plan and confirmed that it does include a sensitivity
analysis. Feels it might include a higher projection than what Streetworks might project, but
other developments, in addition to Streetworks, were included.
Councilman LoGrippo discussed the components of the development proposed for the Lord &
Taylor site, such as retail, residential and commercial uses.
Councilman Dardia feels the “take away” from the presentation is that an all-way stop or traffic
signal is recommended for Prospect Street and Broad Street.
Mr. Federico explained that they are not being recommended, but they both met the minimum
criteria. Explained that he would recommend further study on those options to see how they
would impact adjacent intersections.
Mr. Seckler explained that you cannot start investigating those types of intersection changes until
these minimum criteria are met. The next step would be to investigate whether these changes
would actually help traffic flow because they could create more traffic than anticipated.
The Town Administrator discussed the fact that the Town requested that Stonefield Engineering
bear the cost for this analysis and now the Town needs to consider next steps, which were not
included in the scope of work.
Councilman LoGrippo asked how the Town Council would make a decision on next steps if it
does not have the data and impacts from the Streetworks project.
The Town Administrator feels it is important to remember what is being done tonight. Stonefield
Engineering was hired by the developer to conduct an analysis of the project and WSP USA was
asked by the Town to review that analysis. The Town Council added things to that study which
were not in the original scope of work, one of them being a warrant analysis, another being a
study of an additional intersection. While there will be other projects to be considered in the
future, feels having this warrant analysis done is a step in the right direction.
Acting Mayor Parmelee referenced Mr. Steckler’s portion of the presentation that included the
commuter parking provided by Lord & Taylor, which was approximately 80-85 parking spaces.
Feels it is fair to say that this area has already absorbed the same kind of additional traffic, with
vehicles entering onto Ferris Place and exiting onto Clark Street.
Mr. Seckler feels the traffic was more concentrated when it was used as a commuter parking lot
than residential development because you tend to have drivers arriving and leaving during the
same hour because of the train schedule.
Acting Mayor Parmelee announced that no vote is being taken on this tonight, and that this was
the first time councilmembers had an opportunity to hear this presentation. Also announced that
the presentation and the results of the traffic study would be available on the Town’s website.

ADVERTISED HEARINGS
“2022 SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BUDGET.”
Advertised returnable this evening.
Hearing no comments, Acting Mayor Parmelee declared the hearing closed.
“2022 MUNICIPAL BUDGET.”
Advertised returnable this evening.
Michael Concannon, 765 Clarence Street, thanked everyone for their efforts with the budget.
Stated that he knows the details of the budget well and appreciates the budget presentations that
help simplify it for residents. However, feels the presentation was more of a highlight of the

positive aspects of the budget and did not provide transparency in terms of explaining to
residents what is in the budget. Specifically requested that budget presentations highlight
historical trends on all of the important metrics. Also discussed municipal spending and feels the
presentation only includes the last three years, which were all impacted by COVID. Believes
residents need to understand the $2.84 million increase in the municipal budget, stating that it
was the largest increase in Westfield history, and second largest in terms of percentage to the
2018 budget. In addition, discussed surplus usage numbers and stated that they only compare the
current four years to years during the recession, not over the last decade, which shows the
buildup of the surplus. Feels this is an important fact for residents to understand. Lastly,
discussed the tax levy and tax rate and stated that while the tax rate changes over time, the levy
does not, and in 2012 a 2% cap was placed on the budget. Feels the levy increase and the budget
celebrate a 1.98% increase and while he understands that it is hard to stay below budget, he does
not believe it should be celebrated when the increase is just below the cap. Also stated that he
understands that a lot of spending is not discretionary, but he would like to see a balance there
and feels residents need to know that even though tax increases are normal, the rates have been
increasing above the trends.
Hearing no further comments, Acting Mayor Parmelee declared the hearing closed.
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-12
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CHAPTER
13, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC
Advertised returnable this evening.
Hearing no comments, Acting Mayor Parmelee declared the hearing closed.
PENDING BUSINESS
An ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-12 – AN ORDINANCE TO
AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13, MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC by Councilman Dardia seconded by Councilman Katz was taken up, read and
passed by the following vote of all present upon roll call as follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Nays: None
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Acting Mayor Parmelee

Absent: Mayor Brindle

BIDS
MINUTES
On a motion by Councilman LoGrippo and seconded by Councilwoman Habgood Council
approved the Minutes of the Town Council Conference Session and Regular Meeting held April
5, 2022.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Acting Mayor Parmelee made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Mackey, to nominate
Emily Root to temporarily fill the vacant council seat in Ward 1.
The motion was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Nays: None
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Acting Mayor Parmelee

Absent: Mayor Brindle

The following resolution, introduced by Acting Mayor Parmelee, seconded by Councilman
Contract was adopted by the following roll call vote:
Resolution No. 111
WHEREAS, James Boyes was elected to the Town Council of the Town of Westfield,
representing the First Ward in the General Election held November 5, 2019; and
WHEREAS, James Boyes served as First Ward Councilman until his resignation effective April
12, 2022; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 40A:16-1, et seq., provides for a method by which a vacancy in the
membership of the governing body may be temporarily filled by appointment by the Governing
Body until the next general election if the vacancy occurs prior to September 1 in the next to last
year of the term of the officer whose office has become vacant; and
WHEREAS, the Statute requires that the person appointed to temporarily fill such vacancy be a
member of the same political party as the incumbent who resigned; and
WHEREAS, the Westfield Democratic Committee has furnished the governing body with the
names of three nominees for the selection of a successor within the time required by law.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield that Emily Root be appointed to temporarily fill the vacancy created by the resignation
of James Boyes as Councilmember of the First Ward of the Town of Westfield for a term ending
upon certification of the official results of the General Election to be held November 8, 2022.
Yeas: Habgood
Nays: None
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Acting Mayor Parmelee

Absent: Mayor Brindle

Acting Mayor Parmelee administered the Oath of Office to Ward 1 Councilwoman Emily Root.
Councilwoman Roots Comments
First, I want to thank the Mayor, Acting Mayor Parmelee and the Council for appointing me tonight as a
member of the Council. I am honored and humbled and probably a little nervous. I also would like to
thank Councilman Boyes for his service and wish him success and happiness going forward.
In the coming days, weeks and months, I look forward to meeting residents of the First Ward and
listening to their concerns and suggestions for how we can work together to address the issues that matter
to all of us.
But first, let me introduce myself. I moved to Westfield in 2000, after finishing graduate school, I could
have moved anywhere, but I fell in love with Westfield. Like so many of you, I was attracted to the
vibrant downtown, the grade schools and the proximity to New York City. I purchased the home on
Edgewood Ave with my first husband and hoped to start a family. But my life changed when my husband
died of cancer in 2009. I was 35 years old.
Losing a spouse, as you can imagine, is life altering. I remember how my neighbors helped me get
through those tough days and lonely nights, and some of them are here tonight. For me, that's when
Westfield became not just a community, but a family.
Being a young widow made me who I am today. Resilient, independent, and compassionate. It made me
understand that life doesn't always go as planned. I had to restart. I focused on continuing to grow my
business, a speech pathology private practice in Berkeley Heights. And as a small business owner, I
understand the struggles that small business owners often face. I lost 50% of my client base in the first
few months of the pandemic and was worried how I would stay open after 17 years of being in private
practice. But I adapted, persevered came out stronger. And today, thankfully, I'm busier than ever.
As a Ward 1 Council Member, I look forward to working with the many business owners in town who
have put their faith in Westfield.
And there's some good news here, about seven years ago, I met someone who had changed my life. His
name is Bruno. We married in 2015 and I moved to Mountain Avenue with two amazing step kids as a
bonus.
Family is so important to me. My father was a police lieutenant. Growing up the daughter of a law
enforcement officer gave me a profound respect for the men and women in blue.
When I was in middle school, my dad decided to change careers and work for the State Department in
diplomatic security and US embassies around the world.
Living abroad and going to American international schools gave me a new perspective and an
appreciation for what it means to be an American. I also saw that firsthand. I also saw firsthand the

importance and value of public service. And that's one of the reasons why I'm so glad to be here tonight. I
hope to give back to a town that has given me so much.
I know we have a lot on our plate in the next few months. I know we all want what is best for this
amazing community. And I know we can get all get there by working together.
I look forward to rolling up my sleeves and getting to work on behalf of our ward one residents and
continue the progress that we've made in the last few years. Thank you so much, everyone!

Councilwoman Root took her seat at the dais.
OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS
Acting Mayor Parmelee opened the public comments portion of the meeting and asked if there
were any questions or comments.
Frank Fusaro, 422 Stanley Avenue, discussed the presentation of the traffic study and noted that
only one of the dates in which the traffic study was conducted included a 3:00 PM start time. The
others all began at 4:00 PM. Feels this is important because children are dismissed from school
at 3:00 pm, with many being dropped off at the YMCA between 3:00 PM and 4:00 PM. Stated
that none of that traffic was taken into account on the days that the study began at 4:00 PM. Also
stated that he is an engineer and when considering stormwater management, projects are
designed for worst case scenario. Feels traffic engineering should also design for worst case
scenario. In addition, referred to Councilman Parmelee’s comment concerning the Lord & Taylor
parking lot that was previously used for commuters. Feels that since the property would no
longer be used for the same purpose, those spaces should be “wiped out of the equation”. Also
requested clarification as to why the traffic study began in October but residents were only made
aware of it now. Further, requested that the actual traffic study data be made available to the
public, in addition to the presentation that was given this evening. Discussed the intersection of
East Broad Street and Prospect Street and stated that the traffic engineers mentioned that it meets
the minimum requirement for a traffic signal, in addition to a minimum requirement for a fourway stop intersection. Feels if the intersection already meets the requirement, it should be
designed for worst case scenario, with a traffic signal being installed at the developer’s cost.
Lastly, referred to recommendations to improve traffic flow at the Trader Joe’s parking lot and
feels it would ultimately make the situation worse because it involves eliminating parking spaces
in an area where they are needed.
David Zucker, Nelson, Place, feels the traffic study was very analytical and matter of fact, with
everything being based upon assumptions. Also feels it is insulting that the people who live in
and around that area did not have input. Feels the Town is not based on numbers. In addition,
stated that the traffic study does not address the impact the development would have on the
neighborhood. Feels the residents of the area would like to maintain the tradition and aesthetics
of the neighborhood, and consideration of a 64-unit building with 96 parking spaces in that
locations is “insane”. Believes another type of development, such as townhouses, would be more
appropriate. Feels the project is too big for the location, provides no aesthetic value to the
neighborhood and would increase traffic. Feels a building of that size in that part location is
disrespectful to the people that live in that area.
Joelle Bard, 260 Prospect Street, feels the traffic study was done for the developer and a study
needs to be done for the Town. Believes there is a need for traffic lights and believes the
proposed project is too big. Stated that since the project was proposed, she has been looking at
the traffic. Discussed the ordinance to prohibit left-hand turns from Prospect Street to East Broad
Street and feels it will back traffic up further on Prospect Street due to the timing of the traffic
signal at North Avenue and East Broad Street. Feels a turning signal is needed at Prospect Street
and East Broad Street. Discussed a line of traffic from Trader Joe’s that was blocking Prospect
Street yesterday, and additional traffic that was blocking Ferris Place because of a delivery truck.
Expressed concern with public safety vehicles having no access to the area in the event of a fire
or other emergency. In addition, discussed traffic that is an issue at the intersection of Clark
Street and Ferris Place and feels there should also be a traffic signal at that location. Suggested
councilmembers drive in the area during peak hours. Feels a smaller project is more appropriate
and reiterated her previous comment that the Town should conduct its own traffic study.
Susan Fuhrman, 111 Prospect Street, stated that a petition has been circulated requesting that the
Prospect Street/Ferris Place project be downsized, and that it already has over 500 signatures.
Also discussed the Town's Q&A on its website regarding the Prospect Street/Ferris Place
development and feels it correctly notes that surveyed Westfield residents are not in favor of

multifamily residences but are supportive of mixed-use buildings. Suggested that the addition of
a cafe to the proposed project is a kind of “fig leaf” to give the project the appearance of being
mixed use. In addition, discussed General Ordinance No. 2022-14, which would allow for a
preview center for the Streetworks project, and questioned why there is so much public input
being sought for the Lord and Taylor development, while no input was sought for the
Prospect/Ferris project. Further, discussed comments from Town officials that the redevelopment
process provides the Town with more control of a project through a redevelopment agreement.
Feels that while this might be true, it also appears to “shortcut” traditional opportunities for
neighborhood input that zoning processes provide. Discussed questions that have been raised
concerning the size of the project and responses that it is consistent with the redevelopment plan
and the Master Plan. Stated that neither of those processes required notification to those who live
within 200 feet of the property. Lastly, referred to the addition of April 5 to the traffic study
because COVID theoretically no longer existed. Feels this is ironic since the Mayor is not in
attendance tonight because she is quarantining from COVID.
Priti Dave, Trails End Court, discussed the traffic study and disagreed with comments that it was
not necessary to study traffic from 2:00 to 3:00 PM because it is a short “blip” in the day for
school pickups. Feels a lot of people will be driving students to the high school, which increases
the traffic in that area. Feels traffic from Ferris Place to Clark Street and to the South Avenue
traffic circle would also be impacted. Stated that there is a number of children on the north side
of Town that attend Edison School, resulting in increased traffic in that area as well. In addition,
expressed concern with the removal of parking spaces on Ferris Place as well as the proposed
removal of parking spaces from Municipal Lot No. 1. Also feels the prohibition of left-hand
turns from Prospect Street to East Broad Street would result in increased traffic on Elm Street.
Feels all of these issues should be considered. Lastly, referred to the Lord & Taylor parking lot
that allowed for commuter parking and feels that cannot be compared to residential parking
because parents are driving during all times of the day for school pickup and drop off, while
commuter parking has drivers entering or leaving the lot during specific times in the morning
and evening. Feels the area is already congested with vehicular traffic, as well as pedestrians and
bikers. Feels additional analyses need to be conducted that considers the impact this development
would have to other areas of Town.
Lorre Korecky, Charles Street, discussed the loading zone suggested for Ferris Place and stated
that since Ferris Place is a one-way street, with parking prohibited on one side, believes vehicles
would not be able to enter Ferris Place from Prospect Street with vehicles parked on one side of
the street and large delivery trucks on the other side. Also discussed the ordinance to prohibit
left-hand turns from Prospect Street to East Broad Street and a statement by one of the traffic
engineers that it would result in more cars travelling toward the South Avenue circle. Feels there
is already a significant amount of traffic in that area. Lastly, discussed the Streetworks
development project and stated that it is going to impact traffic and safety, regardless of when it
is built.

Shefali Gandhi,934 Prospect Street, stated that while her home is not in close proximity to the
proposed redevelopment project, she travels Prospect Street frequently. Discussed the traffic
study and assumptions made as to the additional number of cars that would result from the
project and feels they are not realistic because they assume that the majority of residents of this
development would commute to New York City. Feels many residents no longer work in New
York City and that many companies have relocated to New Jersey. Also discussed the pros and
cons of the proposed Prospect Street/Ferris Place development and feels the only pro is a
possible increase to the tax base, while the cons include a loss in parking spaces where a shortage
already exists, potential costs to install and maintain new traffic signals and increased traffic.
Matt Lipskey, 227 Prospect Street, referred to a quote by Mayor Brindle in a Tap Into article
related to traffic resulting from a future development on North Avenue. Feels the same concerns
should apply to the Prospect Street/Ferris Place project. Also referred to comments that the
proposed project at Prospect Street/Ferris Place is consistent with the Master Plan. Feels just
because it could be built does not necessarily mean that it should be built. Explained that he
chose his home based upon its walkability to downtown and because he feels it is a “real”
neighborhood where people take pride in their homes. Stated that it is very rare to find a
neighborhood like this which is why so many neighbors are opposed to the proposed
development at Ferris Place/Prospect Street. Feels it is a neighborhood worth preserving. Lastly,
feels the project raises many concerns but offers no specific benefits to the Town’s goals and
suggested that the developer and planners address this point before moving forward.

Jim Boyes,122 Ferris Place, stated that he is a supporter of sensible development in Westfield
because it has tremendous potential to spur economic activity in the downtown, bring more
people into the Town’s shops and restaurants and enhances its overall sustainability. Discussed
the proposed Prospect Street/Ferris Place redevelopment project as it relates to the Master Plan
Reexamination Report. Stated that the Master Plan set forth the goals and objectives for the
Town, including preserving and protecting the suburban character of existing residential
neighborhoods by imposing “bulk density and design standards that are appropriate for the
various dwelling types and not overly intensive in relation to the lands on which a dwelling is
situated”. Discussed the location of the Prospect Street/Ferris Place redevelopment project and
stated that while it is in a transitional area that is on the periphery of the downtown, feels there is
no disputing that it is residential in nature. Feels there are many issues related to the project, the
first being that it is overly intensive in relation to adjoining properties. Believes it would be more
appropriate in the Central Business District, not in a residential zoned area. Also expressed
concern with the proposed 12-foot setback which he feels is particularly offensive, given that
surrounding homes have a setback from the street that is 25 feet or more. Discussed other
developments in the area, such as the Westfield Arms, as well as the Westfield YMCA, and
stated that each of them provide a setback that is respectful of its single-family neighbors. Also
stated that this project stands to be one of the most dense developments proposed in Westfield
within our lifetime, and compared it to other redevelopment projects recently approved, stating
that most of those developments open onto major Town arteries, not onto a narrow one-way
street “bookended” by problematic intersections. In addition, addressed what he believes to be a
false narrative about the Prospect Street/Ferris Place project and the Q&A document developed
in support of the project. The Town asserted that this development is appropriate given that these
properties are vacant and underutilized. Feels the poor condition of these structures was by
design and that over the past decade, the property owner has purposely allowed these homes to
go abandoned and fall into disrepair. Believes the poor condition was not for a lack of resources
and that the Town is setting a precedent by rewarding bad behavior. Explained that he is not
opposed to development and advocates smart development, but feels this project as currently
proposed is “quick and not “smart”. Feels a proper balance between economic incentive to the
developer and benefits to the community is needed for redevelopment projects to succeed. Stated
that community benefits should include not only the potential for higher ratables, and additional
foot traffic, but should also take into consideration the impact to the surrounding neighborhood.
Respectfully requested that the Town give thoughtful consideration to scaling back this proposal
to one that is appropriate to the transition area.
Anthony Scaglione, 543 Washington Street, referred to a Letter to the Editor (LTE) by Councilman
Parmelee concerning a lawsuit filed against the Town by PSE&G. The LTE also referenced PSE&G’s
proposed installation of 69 kilovolt lines a few years ago, and concerns with the poles and the impact to
businesses and residents in Westfield. Requested that Councilman Parmelee provide clarification as to the
specifics of those concerns. Stated that when PSE&G proposed this project, residents were concerned
with the aesthetics of the poles, as well as potential health risks related to electromagnetic fields. Feels if
the Town is concerned with those health issues, which do not have studies with conclusive outcomes to
prove there are related health risks, then the Town should also have the same concerns about the artificial
turf proposed for Edison School. Feels there have been many presentations by residents to the Town
Council with studies, data and research that indicate that artificial turf contains chemicals that could be a
health risk. Stated that the Recreation Commission, the Mayor and Town Council have responded to those
concerns with the position that those studies are inconclusive. In addition, requested clarification as to the
distance a councilperson must reside from a project in order for it to be deemed a conflict of interest.
Discussed the resignation of Jim Boyes as a councilmember which was related to the proposed
redevelopment project at Prospect Street/Ferris Place, and expressed concern that councilmembers who
live in close proximity to Edison School might need to do the same with respect to the artificial turf fields
that are proposed there. Stated that he does not understand why Mr. Boyes had to step down. Feels it
would have been beneficial to the residents of Ward 1 if he had remained as a councilmember and had the
opportunity to vote against the project. Lastly, stated that he does not live near the Prospect Street/Ferris
Place project, but supports the impacted residents of that neighborhood and hopes they would do the same
by supporting the residents impacted by the field project proposed at Edison School.

Allison Fraser, 217 Charles Street, explained that she lives close to the Westfield YMCA and
that she is opposed to the project proposed for Prospect Street/Ferris Place. Feels the YMCA and
the schools in the area were not considered in the traffic study. Stated that she has to drop off and
pickup her children at Edison School, Westfield High School and Franklin School at peak hours
and feels the traffic study should have included those peak hours. Also stated that the YMCA is
very busy at all times of the day and should have been considered in the traffic study.

Hearing no further comments, Acting Mayor Parmelee closed the public comment portion of the
meeting.
Acting Mayor Parmelee addressed comments concerning the proposed redevelopment project at
Prospect Street/Ferris Place, beginning with Mr. Fusaro’s statements. Discussed the parking
spaces at the Lord & Taylor site that were used by commuters. Explained that Lord & Taylor
closed that lot to commuters approximately 2 years ago and believes the absence of those
vehicles were included in the traffic study. Feels it is important to note that the Town Council
required a supplemental traffic assessment from its consultant, which is something that is
typically not done because it is done at the Planning Board stage. The Town Council’s decision
to move forward with this supplemental traffic study allowed for another “layer” of review and
analysis by another board of the Town. Also discussed the process and explained that no vote is
being taken by the Town Council tonight with respect to the Prospect Street/Ferris Place
redevelopment project or the traffic study. The presentation by the traffic engineers was meant to
be informational, and the next step would be review by the Planning Board and a redevelopment
agreement for the Town Council to consider. Explained that there is a fair amount of time left for
public participation and for public comment. Encouraged everyone to review the traffic study
which would be made available on the Town’s website.
Acting Mayor Parmelee also addressed Mr. Scaglione’s comments and explained that the
concerns referenced in his LTE are the same concerns that were raised by residents. Stated that
the Town wants to put itself in the best position to have control over these poles, and when the
5G ordinance was being considered, it was believed that it made sense to also address the
installation of the 69KV poles knowing that it was likely that this project would return to
Westfield. Stated that the Town adopted an ordinance, similar to ordinances adopted by at least
20 other municipalities in New Jersey, and noted that out of all of those other municipalities,
Westfield is only one that was sued by PSE&G. As to Mr. Scaglione’s concerns about the
proposed Edison School Fields Project, explained that a resolution would be adopted this
evening to retain an expert to independently assess the project proposed for Edison School.
Stated that the expert that was retained has a significant amount of experience in both natural
grass and artificial turf fields. This is being done in light of the concerns expressed by Edison
school neighbors and to provide the governing body with more information. The assessment
would also consider all of the different assumptions of the project, from both sides.
The Town Attorney addressed Mr. Scaglione’s comments concerning conflicts of interest and
explained that under the local government ethics law, a local government official is required to
recuse themselves when they have either a personal or financial direct or indirect interest in a
matter when it comes to personal interest. Further explained that direct or indirect could be a lot
of different things, such as being friends with someone involved or because they are too close to
a particular development. Stated that there is no requirement under the local public ethics law
that an individual resign from office as a result of a conflict, only that they recuse themselves
from consideration and voting on a particular matter in which they have a conflict.
Explained that there is a great deal of case law in the state of New Jersey that examine this
particular issue and that he would email some examples to Mr. Scaglione. Stated that, overall,
conflicts of interest determinations, regardless of legal advice, are made by the individual
because the individual has to determine whether or not they have a personal interest in a matter
that would impair their judgment and objectivity.
BILLS AND CLAIMS
On motion by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman Contract, with Councilwoman
Root abstaining, bills and claims were adopted unanimously:
RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $1,015,543.89 per the list submitted to the
members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town
Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued
by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Finance Policy Committee
The following resolutions, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilwoman
Mackey, with Councilwoman Root abstaining, were unanimously adopted.

Resolution No. 112
WHEREAS, Susan Schneider placed the required cash bond of $1500.00 to cover the Road
Opening Permit #21-065 for 821Bradford Avenue; and
WHEREAS, Susan Schneider is entitled to have this amount to be returned, and
WHEREAS the Town Engineer has inspected the roadway excavation and has found the
excavation to have been properly repaired.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Treasurer be authorized to draw a warrant in
the name of Susan Schneider for $1,500.00 and forward to 6 Faulkner Drive, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.
Resolution No. 113
RESOLVED that pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.19, that the Chief Financial Officer be authorized
and directed to draw a warrant in the sum of $20,134.00 to the TREASURER, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY for the first quarter Construction Official’s State permit fees for 2022.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said check be forward to the Division of Codes and
Standards, Department of Community Affairs, CN 802, Trenton , New Jersey 08625-0802.
Resolution No. 114
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be authorized to draw a warrant in the amount of
$103.80 to the order of New Jersey Department of Health, P.O. Box 369, Trenton, New Jersey
for Dog Licenses issued by the Town Clerk for the month of March 2022.
Resolution No. 115
RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to refund the following fees to the
following individual via checks:
Name

Account

Class

_______

_____Fee

Reema Mishra
168 Landsdowne Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$346.75
Playground Camp 2022
Aeden Lakshmiratan/ Jefferson

Thomas Pohmer
125 Eaglecroft Road
Westfield, NJ 07090

Pool Membership
03-55-920-202

Refund
Pool Membership / 2022
Resident Couple

$294.50

Neil Motsani
827 Knollwood Terr
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
Playground Camp 2022
Shaan Mohwani / Tamaques

$346.75

Annie Smaldone
238 Virginia St
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$693.50
Playground Camp 2022
Eli Smaldone / Jefferson ($346.75)
Samuel Smaldone / Jefferson ($346.75)

Jody Paul
25 Sunnywood Drive
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
Elementary Ultimate
Julian Paul / Spring 2022

Julie McGeough
846 Shadowlawn Dr
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$223.25
HSDL – Field Hockey
Ashley McGeough / Spring League

Corey Weiner
831 Nancy Way
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
Elementary Ultimate
Alex Weiner / Spring 2022

$126.35

$126.35

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to refund the following
fees to the following individual via credit card:

Name

Account

Class

_______

_____Fee

Nina Raoji
728 Tamaques Way
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$139.65
Adult Tennis / Session 1 / Spring
Nina Raoji ~ Beginner/Adv Beg

Sara Adamo
122 Hamilton Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund (full)
$10.00
Brightwood Park – Nature Class
Kristen Adamo / Youth 10:00 am
Program Canceled by Rec Department

Matthew Posada
607 S Chestnut St
Westfield, NJ 07090

Pool Membership
03-55-920-202

Refund
$130.00
Pool Membership (difference)
Switch in Pool Membership

Mark Wright
771 Knollwood Terr
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
Safe Sitter
Lidia Wright / May 22

$114.00

Richard McNanna
512 Dorian Place
Westfield, NJ 0709

Pool Membership
03-55-920-202

Refund (full)
Pool Membership
Resident Family of 4 or less

$440.00

Pradeep Nair
628 St. Marks Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
Track & Field / Spring
Syreya Nair /2-3 Grade

$111.15

Andrew Rafter
635 Maye St
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Red
T-05-600-071

Refund (full)
$220.00
LEGO / Spring
David Rafter/Spring Break Camp
Program Canceled by Rec Department

Zaneta Papis
729 Summit Ave #1
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Red
T-05-600-071

Refund (full)
$220.00
LEGO /Spring
Austin Papis-Tostado/Spring Break Camp
Program Canceled by Rec Department

Jeff Minick
905 Tice Pl
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund (full)
$220.00
LEGO / Spring
Tyler Minick/Spring Break Camp
Program Canceled by Rec Department

Ari Karmo
123 Benson Place
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund (full)
$220.00
LEGO / Spring
Max Kamo/Spring Break Camp
Program Canceled by Rec Department

Sydney Dickey
744 Norgate
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund (full)
$220.00
LEGO / Spring
Cameron Dickey/Spring Break Camp
Program Canceled by Red Department

Mike Polgardy
221 Jefferson Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$114.95
Youth Tennis / Session 1 / Spring
Katie Polgardy / Hot Shots / Sun 9:15

Peter O’Grady
765 Belvidere Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$252.70
Elementary Ultimate / Spring
Ava O’Grady ($126.35)
Evelyn O’Grady ($126.35)

Dana Gaines
1018 South Ave West
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
Track & Field / Spring
Bailey Gaines / 4-5 Grade

$111.15

Resolution No. 116
RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to refund the following fees to the
following individuals:

Name

Reason

Fee

Qiuyan Yu
786 W. Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

Overpayment
Paid initial and renewal fee

$25.00
Credit Card

Rakesh Kumar Chowdhury
248 Windsor Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

Overpayment
No payment required

$25.00
Credit Card

Michael Cox
15 Sleepy Hollow Drive
Westfield, IN 46074

Overpayment
No payment required

$50.00
Credit Card

Resolution No. 117
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has determined that a need for an independent assessment of
the Edison School Fields Project exists; and
WHEREAS, quotes were requested for this service, with the lowest cost submitted by CME
Associates, 3141 Bordentown Avenue, Parlin, New Jersey 08859-1162; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has deemed that the background, experience and
qualifications of the respondent herein satisfy the criteria set forth in the request for quotes; and
WHEREAS, a Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer, certifying the availability of adequate
funds for this contract, prepared in accordance with NJAC 5:30-1.10, has been furnished to the
Town Clerk. Expenditure of funds pursuant to this contract is to be charged to the Park
Improvement Trust Fund, Account number T-05-600-076 under Purchase Order No. 22-01398.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Westfield be and hereby authorizes
an award a contract to CME Associates for an independent assessment of the Edison School
Fields Project at a fee not to exceed $14,000; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper Town Officials be authorized to effect whatever
actions are necessary in the execution and discharge of this contract.
Resolution No. 118
BE IT RESOLVED that as attestation of compliance has been provided pursuant to NJSA
40A:4-8 (1a) and (1b) the 2022 Municipal Budget may be read by title.
The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilwoman
Mackey was adopted by the following roll call vote:
Resolution No. 119
BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, that the
Special Improvement District Budget hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall
constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations
and authorization of the amount of
$416,347.00 for Special Improvement District Purposes
Yeas: Habgood
Nays:
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Acting Mayor Parmelee

Absent: Root
Mayor Brindle

The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilwoman
Mackey, was adopted by the following roll call vote:

Resolution No. 120
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, that the budget
hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for the purposes
stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations, and authorization of the amount of
$30,244,511.94 (Item 2, below) for municipal purposes, and $2,838,118.00 (Item 3, below) for
Minimum Library Levy and certification to the County Board of Taxation of the following
summary of general revenues and appropriations:
1. General Revenues
Surplus Anticipated
Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated
Receipts from Delinquent Taxes

$3,795,000.00
13,812,172.32
1,350,000.00

2. Amount to be Raised by Taxation for Municipal Purposes

30,244,511.94

3. Amount to be Raised by Taxation - Minimum Library Levy
Total Revenues

2,838,118.00
$52,039,802.26

4. General Appropriations
Within “CAPS”
Operating including Contingent
Deferred Charges

$32,097,750.00
5,139,961.00

Excluded from “CAPS”
Operations
Capital Improvements
Municipal Debt Service
Deferred Charges-Municipal
Reserve for Uncollected Taxes

8,472,525.26
481,088.00
3,128,478.00
145,000.00
2,575,000.00

Total General Appropriations
Yeas: Habgood
Nays:
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Acting Mayor Parmelee

$52,039,802.26
Absent: Root
Mayor Brindle

Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee
General Ordinance No. 2022-13
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilman Dardia made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-13 – AN
ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 19A,
ESTABLISHMENT, REGULATION, AND LICENSING FOR POLICE REQUESTED AND
NON-PREFERENCE VEHICLE TOWING AND STORAGE SERVICES”
The motion was seconded by Councilman LoGrippo.
General Ordinance No. 2022-13 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call
as follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Nays:
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Acting Mayor Parmelee

Absent: Root
Mayor Brindle

Heretofore introduced, General Ordinance No. 2022-13 does now pass on first reading, and that
said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 10th day of
May at 8:00 o'clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and that at such time and place or any
time and place to which such meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all persons interested
be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Town Clerk is
hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its
introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said
ordinance will be further considered for final passage.
Code Review & Town Property Committee
The following resolutions, introduced by Councilwoman Mackey and seconded by Councilman
Katz, were unanimously adopted.
Resolution No. 121
RESOLVED that the following application for children’s amusement devices be approved:
Seashore Amusements
11 Hendry Lane
Brick, NJ 08723

Spring Fling Street Fair
May 1, 2022
East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ

Rich Sieb
11 Hendry Lane
Brick, NJ 08723

Baseball Opening Day
April 23, 2022
Gumbert Field
Westfield, NJ

Jay Berger
P.O. Box 151
Westfield, NJ 07090

*10 amusement devices
The New Fun Services
9 Kulick Road
Fairfield, NJ 07004

Resolution No. 122
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring
that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield strives to foster sound planning and stewardship for historic
properties, aid historic property owners to gain better understanding of preservation needs for a
site or structure, and to broaden public awareness and enjoyment of historic sites; and
WHEREAS, the Downtown Historic District consists of 77 property lots in the area at the center
of Downtown Westfield immediately north of the train station including portions of East Broad,
Elm, Prospect, and Quimby streets; and portions of Central and Mountain avenues, as shown in
the Westfield Tax Map (Attachment 1); and
WHEREAS, the Downtown Historic District serves as part of Westfield's downtown core, is a
vital shopping and commercial area and is anchored by a large collection of late 19th century
commercial buildings; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield should continue its efforts to formally designate more
historic sites and districts that were identified in the 2002 Historic Preservation Plan, including
the Downtown Historic District; and
WHEREAS, there is an opportunity for funding through the 2022 Preserve New Jersey Historic
Preservation Fund, Historic Site Management grant, funded by the New Jersey Historic Trust,
Department of Community Affairs; and
WHEREAS, the Historic Site Management grant applicants are eligible for a 3:1 funding match
in which the Trust may provide up to 75% of project funding, and the applicant to match 25% of
the total project cost- the applicant must provide $ 1.00 to the request of $ 3.00 in grant money
from the Trust for every $ 4.00 of project costs; grant awards are not to exceed $ 75,000.00; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield wishes to submit an application for $ 60,000.00 in funding
through this grant program for the preparation of: 1) a preservation plan for the Downtown

Historic District; 2) an intensive level survey of the Downtown Historic District; and 3) a
National Register of Historic Places nomination; and.
WHEREAS, applied funding in the amount of $ 45,000.00 with a cash match amount of
$ 15,000.00 is provided by the Town of Westfield as shown in Applicant Assurances
(Attachment 2).
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield,
State of New Jersey, authorizes the application for and acceptance of funding in the amount of
$ 60,000.00 from the 2022 Preserve New Jersey Historic Preservation Fund, Historic Site
Management grant, for the preparation of: 1) a preservation plan for the Downtown Historic
District; 2) an intensive level survey of the Downtown Historic District; and 3) a National
Register of Historic Places nomination.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Westfield does hereby authorize the
application for such a grant; and, recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer
a lesser or greater amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of
any such grant agreement.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures
appear below are authorized to sign the application and that they or their successors in
said titles are authorized to sign the assurances and any other documents necessary in
connection therewith, and acknowledges the certification above.
General Ordinance No. 2022-14
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilwoman Mackey made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-14 – AN
ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD
SCATTERED SITE PLAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN”
The motion was seconded by Councilman Dardia.
General Ordinance No. 2022-14 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call
as follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Nays:
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Acting Mayor Parmelee

Absent: Root
Mayor Brindle

Heretofore introduced, General Ordinance No. 2022-14 does now pass on first reading, and that
said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 10th day of
April at 8:00 o'clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and that at such time and place or any
time and place to which such meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all persons interested
be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Town Clerk is
hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its
introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said
ordinance will be further considered for final passage.
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE REPORTS

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn, made by Councilwoman Mackey and seconded by Councilman Katz at
11:12 p.m. was unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

