Westfield Historic Preservation Commission
Local Designation Nomination
Property:

Jed Smith Foster House
23 Stoneleigh Park
Westfield, NJ 07090

Block/Lot:

Block 4209 / Lot 2

Date of Construction:

ca. 1905

Overview:

The Jed Smith Foster House is set back from the street on an
18,077 square foot (0.415 acres) lot of land and is bounded by
Stoneleigh Park on the south, Doran Road on the north and
residential properties to the east and west fronting Stoneleigh
Park. The nearest street to the north is Westfield Avenue. The
house, which was built circa 1905, is an excellent example of the
first period of Colonial Revival construction in Stoneleigh Park – a
planned residential development with park-like features. The
Jed Smith Foster House adds to the significance of the
architecture in this planned residential neighborhood from the
early 1900's. The building and the surrounding neighborhood
persist to be mostly unchanged since its construction,
representing a still extant era of residential development in a
park-like setting - that remains relatively preserved in Westfield.
The house is unique as it was built as part of a planned,
residential neighborhood of thirty single family houses on
approximately twenty acres of park-like property. The home is
significant at the local level for both its architecture and for its
inhabitants.

Prepared By:

Barton Ross, HPC Consultant
December, 2021
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This report has been prepared in accordance with Historic Designation and Preservation Ordinance
of the Town of Westfield Appendix III (5)(B) Procedures for Designation:
For individual landmark designations, the report shall include one or more photographs, the tax
lot and block number of the property as designated on the Official Tax Map of the Town and a
physical description and statement of significance and proposed utilization of the landmark.
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I. Executive Summary
The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission was established to accomplish the protection,
enhancement and perpetuation of historic buildings, structures, sites, objects, improvements and
districts within the Town of Westfield, to implement the historic preservation element of the town's
master plan and to advance the following public purposes:
A. To safeguard the heritage of the Town of Westfield by preserving resources which reflect elements
of its archaeological, cultural, social, economic, architectural, and historical heritage;
B. To encourage the continued use of historic landmarks and historic districts and to facilitate their
appropriate use or reuse;
C. To maintain and develop an appropriate and harmonious setting for the historically significant
structures, sites, and districts located within the Town of Westfield;
D. To identify, designate, and regulate historic landmarks and historic districts in order to preserve
their historical significance;
E. To foster civic pride in the history and architecture of the Town of Westfield;
F. To promote appreciation of historic landmarks and historic districts for the education, pleasure and
welfare of the local population;
G. To encourage beautification and private reinvestment in historic landmarks and historic districts,
and surrounding properties and landscapes;
H. To encourage and manage appropriate alterations of historic sites and improvements within
historic districts, and to prevent new construction which is not in keeping with the character of
historic districts;
I.

To discourage the unnecessary total or partial demolition, removal, or destruction of historical
resources; and

J. To recognize the importance of historic landmarks and historic districts by assisting property
owners and tenants to maintain their properties in keeping with the requirements and standards of
the Historic Designation and Preservation Ordinance.
The proposed historic landmark meets or exceeds certain qualifiers per Historic Designation and
Preservation Ordinance of the Town of Westfield Appendix III (5)(A) Criteria for Designation.
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The criteria for evaluating and designating historic landmarks and historic districts shall be guided by
the National Register Criteria as currently published and amended from time to time. The
commission or any person may recommend designation of historic landmarks or historic districts
that are in accordance with the National Register Criteria or that possess one or more of the
following attributes:
A. Character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural Identification
characteristics of the Town, State, or Nation;
B. With a person or persons who significantly enriched the Town, State, or Nation;
C. Landmark of a historic event which had significant effect on the development of the Town,
State, or Nation;
D. Embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,
architecture, or engineering;
E. Identification with the work of a builder, designer, artist, architect, or landscape architect
whose work has influenced the development of the Town, State, or Nation;
F. Embodiment of elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship that render a landmark
architecturally significant or structurally innovative;
G. Unique location of singular physical characteristics that make a district or landmark an
established or familiar visual feature; and
H. Likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
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II. History of the Site and Physical Description
Overview
The Jed Smith Foster House, 23 Stoneleigh Park, in Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, is part
of Stoneleigh Park - an early twentieth century, upper middle class, planned residential neighborhood
of thirty single family houses on approximately 20 acres occupying land bordered by Rahway Avenue to
the southwest, Dorian Road to the northwest, Westfield Avenue to the northeast, and Shackamaxon
Drive to the southeast. The subject property overlooks Stoneleigh Park, a 25-foot-wide residential
looped macadam roadway lined on both sides with mature sycamores.
There is Belgian block curbing, a grassed planting strip, and flagstone sidewalk slabs in the
public right-of-way. A private walkway leads from the dwelling to the public sidewalk. There is one
street tree in the planting strip, and no overhead wires are present. There is a macadam driveway
apron and driveway to the right (easterly) side of the house. The property is flat with ample grass and
plantings in the front and rear yards. A detached garage stands in the rear yard at the driveway
terminus.

Figure 1. Location Map. Source: Microsoft Bing Maps, 2021
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Figure 2. Block 4209, Lot 2: 23 Stoneleigh Park. Westfield Tax Map Sheet 42

Figure 3. Block 4209, Lot 2: 23 Stoneleigh Park. Westfield Tax Map Sheet 42
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III. Architectural Description
Summary Paragraph
The subject property, 23 Stoneleigh Park, was originally the home of Jed Smith Foster and Anna
Louise (Chapman) Foster. It is a 3-bay, 2-1/2 story, Colonial Revival style house with a steep, highbreaking gambrel roof. The wood frame, wood shingled house consists of approximately 4,428 square
feet, and was constructed circa 1905. The dwelling sits on an 18,077 square foot / 0.415-acre lot
(approximately 101' x 178'). The house exhibits a large, recessed porch across the front facade
supported by Tuscan columns. The roof is a steep gambrel with three architecturally detailed gabled
dormers, and two small shed attic story dormers. The building’s overall fenestration pattern is uniform
with wood frame windows in design and placement on each elevation.
The house stands on a level lot upon a brick foundation facing southeasterly. The property is
well landscaped with a variety of shrubs and trees. Set back from the northerly side of Stoneleigh Park,
its front elevation faces southeast toward the road. The property includes a one-story two-car garage
outbuilding which possesses similar, and complimentary construction to the home and is therefore a
contributing building.
Exterior Description
The southeast facing (front), 3-bay, elevation on the first floor features a recessed 48' x 8' porch
across the facade supported by paired Tuscan columns visually flanking the center entrance, and single
Tuscan columns next to massive box posts at the corners. Windows with 12-over-12 sashes flank the
center entrance. The center entrance has leaded glass sidelights, slender, engaged Tuscan columns, a
leaded glass rectangular transom light, and a wood door with window. (See Figure 4 and Figure 8.)
The roof is a steep, wood shingled, high-breaking gambrel roof with a flared eave over the
recessed porch across the front. The large center dormer has pilasters at the corners of a massive
arched molding in the gable peak surrounding a round-arched window. Further, the large center
dormer, contains a French door, flanked by sidelights, and engaged, slender Tuscan columns – that
leads to a balcony with bowed railing with corner finials. The center dormer is flanked by smaller,
gabled dormers, each with 8-over-8 windows, and a round-arched window above. There is an exterior,
brick chimney at the ridge on the southwesterly (left) gable end. In addition, there are two tiny, shed,
attic story dormers at the break line in the roof, with paired 2-light windows. (See Figure 6, Figure 9,
and Figure 10.)
The northeast (right side) elevation, first floor features a tripartite window, and two casement
windows. In the tall gable there are four double-hung windows. (See Figure 6).
The southwest (left side) elevation is not completely visible from the street, but what is noted is
the brick chimney on the outside, and window configurations on the gable similar to the opposite side
(see Figure 7).
The rear elevation was inaccessible at the time of writing this report, although a picture
provided by www.realtor.com shows an addition constructed to the rear of the home. This addition
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incorporates a French door with sidelights, and a round-arched window bespeaking the style of the
center dormer on the front elevation, second floor. The general detailing of the addition compliments
the overall style of the house. To the right (westerly) of the addition is what appears to be an original
construction oriole window assembly on the primary rear wall of the initial dwelling. The photo also
shows a small gabled dormer (similar to those on the front), and above a low-sloped 2-story section
there is a gabled dormer with paired mullion window. A center chimney is visible on the rear roofline.
(See Figure 5.)

Figure 4. Front (southeast) Elevation, November 2021. Barton Ross & Partners, LLC Architects

Figure 5. Rear (northwest) Elevation, 2020

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/23-Stoneleigh-Park_Westfield_NJ_07090_M60858-25140#photo23
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Figure 6. Right Side (northeast) Elevation, November 2021. Barton Ross & Partners, LLC Architects
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Figure 7. Left Side (southwest) Elevation, November 2021. Barton Ross & Partners, LLC Architects

Figure 8. Front Porch Side View Looking Westerly, 2020
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/23-Stoneleigh-Park_Westfield_NJ_07090_M60858-25140#photo21
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Figure 9. Front Elevation, Second Floor Detail, November 2021. Barton Ross & Partners, LLC Architects

Figure 10. Front Elevation, Second Floor Detail, November 2021. Barton Ross & Partners, LLC Architects
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Interior Description
The building interior was inaccessible at the time of writing this report. Coldwell Banker Realty
prepared a floor plan of the building in 2020 and it is presented in Figure 11.

Figure 11. Floor Plan, 2020
Coldwell Banker Realty. https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/fpo-tour-files/2020_08/358559/presentation/358559_brochure.pdf
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IV. Development History
"Stoneleigh Park (ca. 1904) is a fine example of a small, picturesque, upper middle class
residential development of the early twentieth century. Planned by H. B. Tremaine,
president of the Aeolian Company, and his cousin, C.M. Tremaine, it has designed to take
advantage of the natural beauty of the site and to preserve a peaceful suburban setting
for the homeowners, who were commuting New York executives and affluent Westfield
businessmen and civic leaders. Stoneleigh Park continues to reflect the social and
economic prominence of its original homeowners, as well as the town's commitment to
the upper middle-class lifestyle."
National Register of Historic Places Nomination, Statement of Significance, October 28, 1988

Stoneleigh Park consists of thirty single family houses developed in three phases on
approximately twenty acres of park-like property. Twenty-nine of the houses are situated on a looped
drive (named Stoneleigh Park) which runs diagonally across the property. The remaining house, 505
Dorian Road, which was originally the home of C.B. Tremaine, is located northeast of the entrance to
the park on Dorian Road.
The entrance to Stoneleigh Park, near the corner of Westfield Avenue, is adjacent to 505 Dorian
Road and is marked by paired, massive brick posts, with concrete ball finials and light fixtures, which
flank the roadway. The macadam roadway is approximately 25' wide and is lined on both sides with
mature trees. The original slate walk encircles the loop. Twenty-two of the houses within the park are
situated facing inward toward a center island created by the looping roadway. The remaining seven
houses occupy the island, facing outward. Stoneleigh Park is lighted by carriage-type lamps placed on
simple posts and all wiring is underground.
When Stoneleigh Park was developed, the land was graded to create a park-like setting. Houses
were set back at least 40' back from the road and some dwellings are on slightly raised lots. The
development was well-landscaped with a variety of shrubs and trees. Deed restrictions required a
minimum 40-foot front yard setback from the street, no fences which can be seen from the street. The
irregularly shaped lots of at least 100' X 200' are larger than those in the immediate area outside the
park and contributed to the park-like setting.
Architecturally, the houses in Stoneleigh Park represent three periods of development. 23
Stoneleigh Park was built in the first group of houses between 1904 and 1914, and these ten earliest or
original structures are two-story variations of the Colonial Revival style (see Figure 12). According to
the 1988 National Register of Historic Places nomination, these homes "all display superior
workmanship and are among the finest examples of the period in Westfield."
Stoneleigh Park is unique in the area as it is an example of a completely enclosed, exclusive
community with deed restrictions that is controlled by an incorporated homeowners' association; it is
similar, though smaller in scale, to Essex County's, well known, Llewellyn Park in West Orange.
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Figure 12. Stoneleigh Park Architecture and Phased Development
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V. Ownership History
The first Stoneleigh Park map, which included 23 Stoneleigh Park, was filed on February 10,
1905, in the Office of Register of Deeds as Map 121-A "Map of Villa Sites, Stoneleigh Park, Westfield,
N.J. 1905". Jed Smith Foster and Anna Louise (Chapman) Foster were the first owners of 23 Stoneleigh
Park from 1899 until at least 1940 according to census records (see section VII., United States & New
Jersey Census Records). The family purchased the plot of land in 1899. In 1902 they were still living on
Lawrence Avenue and building their new home which was completed around 1905. According to the
available Ward and Polk residence/business directories, the Foster family was definitely living in the
house by 1910.
On August 29, 1955, Arthur E. and Gertrude Voss sold the property to Walter and June
McManus (Deed Book 2210, Page 369). On September 12, 1980, Walter and June McManus sold the
property to Robert and Marilyn Laurie (Deed Book 3232, Page 834). On August 18, 1993, Robert and
Marilyn Laurie sold the property to Paul and Aleta Zoidis (Deed Book 4006, Page 210). On November 5,
2020, Paul and Aleta Zoudis sold the property to present owners Robert and Anastasia Harrison (Deed
Book 6390, Page 2211).
An inhabitant of notable mention is William Chapman Foster, son of Jed Smith and Anna Louise
Foster (owners of 23 Stoneleigh Park from 1905 to at least 1940). William Chapman Foster was born in
1897 in Westfield, and based on census research, 23 Stoneleigh Park was his childhood home. He
attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and while a senior, he enlisted in the United
States Army Air Service and served as a combat pilot in World War I. He served as United States Under
Secretary of Commerce (1946-1948) and United States Deputy Secretary of Defense (1951-1953) under
President Harry Truman. Foster was Administrator of the Marshall Plan for 1950-1951. Later, he served
as the first United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency director, under Presidents John F.
Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson between 1961 and 1969. After leaving government he co-founded the
non-government Arms Control Association and served as its founding chairman. He died in 1984.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Chapman_Foster)
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VI. Historic Maps and Photographs

1909 Sanborn Map

1916 Sanborn Map
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1921 Sanborn Map

Historic Preservation Map, July 1, 2008, Latest Revision: September 10, 2020
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23 Stoneleigh Park. Right (northeast) side elevation, circa 1906 (1/26/1989 Westfield Leader)
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Aero-view of Westfield, N.J. 1929 showing 23 Stoneleigh (note no longer extant out-building).
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VII. United States & New Jersey Census Records

1905 New Jersey Census

1910 US Census

1915 NJ Census
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1940 US Census
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VII. Articles of Interest

Making Your Own Neighborhood. Country Life in America, April 1907. Alden Fearing (reprint, page 1)
22

Making Your Own Neighborhood. Country Life in America, April 1907. Alden Fearing (reprint, page 2)
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Making Your Own Neighborhood. Country Life in America, April 1907. Alden Fearing (reprint, page 3)
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Stoneleigh Park: A Treasure to Preserve. Post-1988 (undated)
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23 Stoneleigh Park. Front elevation, circa April, 1907 (from Country Life in America magazine)
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View of Stoneleigh Park looking northeast, circa 1907
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