Pollinator Pledge
Protect insects and birds
by taking steps to create
pollinator friendly habits in
your own yard.
Great resources!

Tip 1: Leave the leaves in the fall.
Mulched on the grass - they are natural fertilizer and as the leaves

decompose they improve your soil.
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Fallen leaves in beds - they protect insects overwintering in the leaves or just below the

soil surface and provide leaf litter for insects eggs, cocoons, larvae and adults, such as
butterflies, fireflies and ladybugs. They also help baby birds because they rely on all those
insects for about 90% of their food until they are old enough to diversify their diet.

Tip 2: Leave the plant stalks and seedheads.
Native bees lay eggs in the hollow stems of plants. Other insects burrow into plant stalks
to overwinter. Many insects overwinter in seedheads. Birds also rely on seedheads during
the winter – both for feeding on the seeds and for the tiny insects inside.

Tip 3: No pesticides or lawn chemicals.
Pesticides often have unintended consequences. They often harm beneficial insects and
when diluted and carried away by stormwater runoff they poison our streams and ponds.

Tip 4: Mow and blow less.
Gas powered garden tools emit 5% of the nation’s air pollution… "One gas-powered lawn
mower emits 11 times the air pollution of a new car for each hour of operation,”
according to the US Environmental Protection Agency. Leaf blowers damage our hearing,
stir up dust, create fumes we breathe and sandblast wildlife.

Tip 5: Native plants to provide year-round forage.
Native plants coevolved with our native insects which often depend on a single species
as their host plant to lay their eggs and mature in the Spring and Summer. The plants'
seeds or fruit offer food in Fall and Winter. The plants and insects are the foundation of
the local food web for all native songbirds and small mammals.
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